FUTURE OF LEND-LEASE, NOVEMBER 30, 1944

All these matters, both military and economic, have been jointly
examined, in the utmost detail, by our representatives in Washington
and the heads of the American Departments concerned. We have
put at their disposal every particular and every relevant fact in
our possession. One part of the relevant material which can safely
be published has, moreover, been made available to the public here
and in the United States in the White Paper published a few days
ago. During the recent brief Recess, our representatives in Washington
have been in a position to make a full report to us. I take this
opportunity to express our very great appreciation of the practical
sympathy with which the realities of the position have been examined,
and of the results which have been achieved.

Let me remind the House that it is not within the scope of the Lend-
Lease Act to provide general relief, or to prepare for post-war re-
construction, or to aid our export trade. That great Act has stood us
and our Allies in good stead, and in recent conversations we have
neither asked nor expected any assistance which is not strictly within
its terms and provisions. Nevertheless, as the war proceeds, the nature
of the aid which forwards its prosecution most effectively, though
unchanged in major matters, gradually changes in detail. Accordingly,
so that we may play our full part in continuing the struggle, a pro-
gramme of Lend-Lease aid against Japan, after the defeat of Germany,
has now been planned with the American Administration, to maintain
our fighting power against Japan. Without any reduction in our
proportional effort, we shall be able, along with the United States, to
release some of our man-power to produce somewhat more for civilian
consumption. Some improvement in the variety of the civilian diet
will be made possible. We shall be able to build more temporary
and emergency houses. We must necessarily, for the most part,
depend on our own efforts in this field ; but, in addition to those efforts
resulting from the planned and proportional programme, we anticipate
aid from American sources, not only in materials but also in complete
houses, to meet some of our needs for temporary and emergency
houses for war workers in war areas.

These items are being closely examined with the help of experts
sent out by the Ministry of Works during the tenure of Lord Portal.
It is too soon to say on what scale the possibilities of physical pro-
duction and of shipping will allow this most generous assistance to be
released in practice, but it is not too soon to say that the principle
is recognized that the provision of emergency shelter for bombed-out
war workers is an essential condition of a fully effective contribution
to final victory, and, therefore, a war need eligible for Lead-Lease
assistance.

Finally, we have been able to reduce the Lend-Lease programme, so
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